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ROAD SAFETY AND SCHOOL ZONES 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.10 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services and involves road safety and school zones.  I call on the government to implement a flashing-light 
system in some school zones in this state.  I am calling for flashing lights not in every school zone in Western 
Australia, but in school zones on busy roads where there is heavy traffic flow and the possibility of children 
being hurt.  Motorists driving above the speed limit in school zones became an issue when police revealed the 
incidents of speeding recorded by Multanovas placed in certain school zones last year.  Most of us were 
staggered at the numbers recorded by those Multanovas, and the situation did not get any better.  In the first three 
days of the 2006 school year, 1 529 motorists were caught speeding in school zones; therefore, something is 
obviously not working.  How did the minister react?  He said that the government would place Multanovas in 
school zones, and use the revenue raised to fund additional traffic wardens and improve road safety around 
schools.  Do members know how much revenue six Multanovas would collect in one year?  It is $17 million; that 
is a massive amount of money.   

However, in the view of the opposition penalising drivers is not the answer.  The government should be aiming 
to prevent motorists from speeding through school zones, not prosecuting them after the event.  People have told 
opposition members that they do not deliberately speed through school zones; it is a matter of being unaware that 
they are approaching a school zone because the signage is very confusing.  There are very many signs on the 
roads, and people driving along a busy road are caught by surprise when all of a sudden they are within a school 
zone.  Rather than establishing a system of Multanovas to catch, by stealth, motorists who are exceeding the 
speed limit, there should be a warning to motorists, such as the flashing lights at level crossings, that they are 
approaching a school zone.  Would the government contemplate removing the flashing lights at level crossings 
and, instead, setting up a device whereby someone guilty of driving through a level crossing when a train was 
approaching could be slapped with a fine?  That is not what road safety is about; it is about prevention.  We need 
a better system to alert drivers that they are about to enter a school zone.  We have done some research into the 
effectiveness of flashing lights, and there is no doubt that they work.  I remind members that South Australia has 
had flashing lights at school crossings for more than 45 years.  In that time there has never been a fatality or a 
serious injury at any school crossing that has flashing lights.  I also remind members of some research by the 
Holroyd City Council in New South Wales.  A media release of 18 May 2005 about flashing lights stated -  

Flashing yellow lights outside schools are effective in reducing traffic speed and increasing driver 
awareness of the existence of a school zone . . .  

In a 12-month trial conducted by the RTA, yellow flashing lights were installed outside 11 schools 
across New South Wales.   

Holroyd Council conducted a study of traffic speed, before and after the installation of flashing yellow 
lights during the operation of a school zone . . .  

The data collected showed that 85% of vehicles reduced their speed by 11km per-hour from 53km/h to 
42km/h when flashing yellow lights were in operation.  The lights also increased driver awareness of 
the school zone. 
. . .  
The effectiveness of flashing yellow lights in lowering the speed of traffic makes the installation of 
these lights at all school zones in Holroyd a priority. 

The minister has said that there is a system of flashing lights in Western Australia.  I know that in some school 
zones there are flashing lights.  The school zone in Angelo Street, which is quite a busy street in my electorate of 
South Perth, has flashing lights, but they are not widespread.  I ask the member for Murdoch whether there are 
flashing lights in any school zones in his electorate. 
Mr T.R. Sprigg:  Not that I am aware of. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Does the member for Bunbury have flashing lights at any school zones in his electorate? 
Mr G.M. Castrilli:  Not that I am aware of. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Does the member for Murchison-Eyre have flashing lights at any school zones in his 
electorate? 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Hang on, I’ve got half the state, mate! 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Does the member for Murchison-Eyre have flashing lights in his electorate?  I know that 
he covers the electorate.   
Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  I am sure there are a couple in Cue, Meekatharra and Wiluna! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Does the member for Belmont have flashing lights at any school zones in his electorate? 
Mr E.S. Ripper:  I do not recall, but I am advised by the minister - 

Several members interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  What I am saying to the minister is that we need some action from the government - 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Ask me. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Okay, the member for Yokine. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Yes, I do. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  How many? 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  I have two, from memory, but certainly one outside a school. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH:  All I can say is that since this very important matter has been raised in this Parliament 
and spoken about by the minister, the reaction from the public is that flashing lights are the best answer, rather 
than installing Multanovas to catch people by stealth.  I challenge the minister to consider putting in flashing 
lights at school zones.  As I said before, we do not need them in every small street.  There are 547 government 
primary schools in Western Australia; that is, 153 892 children at government schools alone.  That indicates how 
important this matter is.  I give the minister this guarantee and commitment: if he can produce evidence that 
flashing lights will not reduce speeding, I will drop this matter.  I do not believe he will be able to do that. 

MR J.B. D’ORAZIO (Ballajura - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [9.16 am]:  I thank the 
member for his commitment to improving safety around schools; it is something on which we all need to work 
together.  The statistics are scary and we must all take heed of them.  In 2005, 9 345 infringement notices were 
issued for speeding in metropolitan school zones; that, in itself, is scary.  In the first three days of 2006, 1 529 
people were caught speeding through school zones.  The member commented on the example in New South 
Wales of flashing lights reducing speed.  Even on the member’s own evidence of the number of people, they 
were still speeding. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  In Western Australia, but not New South Wales. 
Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  I am sorry? 
Mr J.E. McGrath:  Maybe that was not the limit in New South Wales. 
Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  Okay.  I point out that I am absolutely committed to doing everything I can to improve 
safety around schools.  I am proposing to put four permanent cameras around school zones, which must go 
through the proper Expenditure Review Committee process.  It is not about trying to raise revenue, as indicated 
by the member for South Perth; it is about permanently reminding people that if they speed through schools 
zones, they will be fined and that will affect their hip pocket.  Members will understand how scary this issue is 
when they consider that one of the males caught speeding in the first three days of 2006 was travelling at 
131 kilometres an hour in a school zone.  
Mr J.E. McGrath:  He might not have if he had seen flashing lights. 
Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  I know that the member for South Perth is committed to these lights.  I have personal 
experience of them.  I used to own and run a chemist shop in Guildford Road, Bayswater.  Yellow flashing lights 
were installed outside the front of my chemist shop.  They were absolutely dangerous.  There were so many 
accidents because of those yellow lights. 
Mr J.E. McGrath:  Why? 
Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  On a major road such as Guildford Road, some people slowed down all of a sudden and 
others did not.  That was a major problem.  I am not saying that the yellow flashing lights did not warn some 
people, but they were a major problem.  I worked there every day and I saw a number of near misses.  As soon as 
a permanent policeman stood there with a radar gun, everyone slowed down, because they knew they would be 
pinged if they did not.  It is my intention that on major roads, in special areas that are really bad, a permanent 
camera be installed.  Everyone will know of its permanent existence and that if they speed, they will be pinged. 
Mr J.E. McGrath:  At the school. 
Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  No.  It will be initially trialled.  The member for South Perth offered me a challenge, and 
I return the challenge.  If this trial of a permanent speed camera is shown not to work, obviously that policy of 
installing permanent speed cameras in the vicinity of schools will not be adopted.  However, if it is successful, 
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will the member for South Perth acknowledge that the practice should be expanded throughout the state?  Of 
course, the extent of speed camera installations will be subject to budget constraints.  I want a system 
implemented that is permanent, will be effective, and will ensure that children are safe when they are near 
schools.  I hope that any revenue raised from fines will be spent on more safety measures.  However, the object 
of this measure is not to raise revenue; it is to ensure that our kids are safe. 
Mr J.E. McGrath:  If it does not work, will you consider having flashing lights installed? 
Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  The installation of flashing lights has been considered.  I am offering the member for 
South Perth a challenge.  I think that the solution I am proposing is much better than what he is proposing.  If 
those measures are successful, I expect him to come on board and tell me that I am doing a great job.  The 
government’s activities to improve safety do not stop at just this measure.  It is trying to improve safety on our 
roads in a number of areas.  We are working closely with the Office of Road Safety and WA Police to develop 
strategies for improving road safety.  Unfortunately, last night, three road fatalities occurred as a result of a 
single vehicle accident in the Leader of the Opposition’s electorate.  I feel very sorry for the families involved.  
Care on the roads is something that we should all try to encourage.  
Yesterday I reminded members about the Easter weekend.  Let us all be careful and think about how we can help 
each other in this regard.  This measure is aimed at mums and dads.  The figures indicate that school speed 
cameras are pinging ordinary mums and dads, yet they are blaming everybody else for speeding in those areas.  
We need the community to come on board and support the government’s efforts.  Drivers need to slow down for 
only a couple of hours in the morning and in the afternoon.  It is not a big ask to expect drivers to think about our 
kids and to slow down.  We need to educate and to encourage everyone. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  You are encouraging them with the hip pocket. 

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  We are, and I do not have a problem with that.  The revenue raised from fines will be 
used for more safety measures such as improved crosswalks, the employment of more wardens and to examine 
other road safety measures around schools.  We should be encouraging these measures rather than being 
ashamed of and running away from taking action. 

Mr J.E. McGrath:  Are you ruling out flashing lights? 

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  I am saying that I will consider any measure that will improve safety.  However, I am 
explaining to the member opposite what I am trying to implement now.  I need his support in acknowledging that 
at least I am trying and, therefore, he will come on board and see what happens. 
 


